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Display of the Flag at 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania 


Statement by the President on Signing S.J. Res. 98 
Providing That the Flag Be Flown 24 Hours a Day in 
the Valley Forge State Park. July 5, 1975 


I have signed S.J. Res. 98, which provides that the 
flag of the United States of America may be flown for 
24 hours of each day in Valley Forge State Park, Valley 
Forge, Pa. 

Enactment of this measure is a fitting tribute to the de- 
termination and valor of the men who served in the Con- 
tinental Army at Valley Forge. These men endured the 
rigors of cold, disease, and starvation during the winter 
of 1777-1778, to later fight and win the Battle of Mon- 
mouth, an important victory in the struggle for independ- 
ence. As we approach the year of our Nation’s Bicenten- 
nial anniversary, this joint resolution by Congress reminds 
us again of the unselfish sacrifices made by many Ameri- 
can men and women who have served in our country’s 
Armed Forces. They have fought to establish and preserve, 
for Americans and free people everywhere, the right to 
liberty, justice, and the pursuit of happiness. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (S.J. Res. 98) is Public Law 94—53, 
approved July 4, 1975. 


Disaster Assistance for Minnesota 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following 
Flooding. July 5, 1975 


The President has declared a major disaster for the 
State of Minnesota as a result of flooding beginning about 
April 23, which caused public and private property dam- 


age. The President’s action will permit the use of Federal 
funds in relief and recovery efforts in designated areas of 
the State. 

Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist of disaster unemployment assistance pay- 
ments to those who lost their jobs as a result of the flooding 
and the repair or restoration of damaged or destroyed 
streets, roads, and bridges. Low-interest-rate disaster loans 
will be made available by the Small Business Administra- 
tion under the authorities of Public Law 93-24, and emer- 
gency loan assistance will be made available by the 
Farmers Home Administration. 

Federal relief activities in Minnesota will be coordi- 
nated by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, under 
the direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. 
Mr. Dunne will designate the specific areas within the 
State eligible for Federal assistance, based upon Federal 
and State damage assessments. 

Robert E. Connor, Regional Director of the Federal 
Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region V, will 
be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer to work 
with the State in providing Federal disaster assistance 
under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public Law 93-288. 


Luncheon Honoring President Suharto 
of the Republic of Indonesia 


Exchange of Toasts Between President Ford and 
President Suharto at the Luncheon at Camp David, 
Maryland. July 5, 1975 


Tue Present. Mr. President, I am greatly honored to 
have the opportunity of welcoming you on your visit to the 
United States as a part of your world tour. 

You visited the United States last, as I understand it, 
in 1970, and we all recognize, of course, that through the 
years you have been a very wise and valued friend of the 
United States. 
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I recognize, as all of us do here from the United States, 
that you have achieved a great deal for your country in 
the period during your Presidency. The Indonesian people, 
we recognize, have developed a solid foundation to deal 
with your nation’s very complex challenges and the very 
difficult road, but in the process of development great 
progress has been made. 

Admiring you, President Suharto, and your country, as 
I do, I have wanted to meet with you and discuss with 
you the many issues that concern both of our nations. Anu 
I have found today, in our discussions, that your observa- 
tions concerning Southeast Asia and the Pacific have been 
extremely meaningful and very constructive. I hope that 
this exchange of views will be mutually beneficial to both 
countries as we face our problems in the years ahead. 

We do attach, in the United States, a great deal of im- 
portance to our relations with you. You have been a source 
of strength in Southeast Asia and in Asia as a whole, and 
we respect you for this part that you have played in the 
area as well as the leadership that you have given to your 
own country in the process of development in the last 5 
to 10 years. 

We look forward to the opportunity of working with you 
in the future. The fact that we had a recent tragedy in 
Indochina actually should redouble, and does, our interest 
in the stability of Southeast Asia. Your assessment there, as 
I indicated, is most helpful to us as we plan and look to 
the future. 

Let me say that the American people have great re- 
spect for your people, as we do for you and those in your 
Government. I was delighted this morning to reaffirm 
our Nation’s solid support for Indonesia’s development 
efforts, and we look forward to working with you in eco- 
nomic matters and the strengthening of your country in its 
major role in Southeast Asia. 

Mr. President, in the months and years ahead, it seems 
to me that your country can provide continuing leader- 
ship in that part of the world, working with other nations 
that have a like philosophical, ideological view. Let me 
assure you that we will be most anxious to work with you 
and those other nations. 

Today has been most enjoyable, most pleasant, and, I 
think, most constructive. I hope that you will return to the 
United States very soon and for a much longer and more 
extended visit to the United States. 

It is a pleasure for me to ask all of you to raise your 
glasses to the good health and sustained success of the 
leader of Indonesia—His Excellency, President Suharto. 


PRESIDENT SUHARTO. Mr. President, Excellencies, dis- 
tinguished guests: 


May I first of all convey our highest appreciation and 
heartfelt thanks on behalf of my wife as well as my dele- 
gation for the opportunity given me to accept the kind 
invitation of you, Mr. President, to be here in the United 


States, and may I also, on behalf of the Indonesian people 
and Government, convey their profound gratitude for this 
opportunity provided us. 

As part of the nature of this very short visit—I’d say, 
only for several hours—but I would like very much to take 
this valuable opportunity, an opportunity which is very 
valuable for us, to enable us to be able to conduct ex- 
changes of views in our common efforts and in the dis- 
charge of my duty to further strengthen these relations 
and friendly cooperation between the United States and 
Indonesia, and also to have the opportunity to discuss 
with you, Mr. President, and conduct exchanges, open and 
frank exchanges of views, relating not only to bilateral 
relations and problems concerning our two countries but 
also on the international situations as well. 

I believe entirely—and I am also fully confident—of 
the sincerity of the United States Government, Mr. Presi- 
dent, for the pledge and the assistance that the United 
States Government will provide, not only to Indonesia 
but also to other Southeast Asian countries, but particu- 
larly to Indonesia, an Indonesia which is presently busily 
engaged in carrying out economic development efforts to 
create or to establish a just and prosperous society—a just 
and prosperous society which calls for its development, 
of course, for a lending, helping hand from other able 
countries who are really able to assist and help us in our 
development efforts. 

In view of the fast-changing developments which have 
happened recently in Southeast Asia, particularly in the 
Indochinese Peninsula, Mr. President, we are now striving 
very hard to consolidate what we call the national 
resilience and also to strengthen our national ideology, a 
national ideology which is based on our own principles, 
national ideology which should be strengthened in the 
efforts of the development effort—we would like very 
much to accelerate that effort; the national ideology 
which should be strengthened in a way that the confidence 
of the people in this ideology will be such that this will 
not corrode and the confidence will bolster the unity of 
the nation, national ideology which becomes the most im- 
portant aspect of our national resilience to enable us to 
face any eventualities which could endanger our inde- 
pendence and territorial integrity in the future. 

May I also, on this occasion, once again reiterate our 
heartfelt thanks and gratitude for the pledge and the as- 
sistance and support that the United States has so far pro- 
vided and will continue to support in this respect and 
gain our heartfelt appreciation. 

In our common efforts of furthering or enhancing the 
friendly cooperation between the two countries, I see the 
great importance of having this reciprocal visit, a mutual 
visit by the heads of government. 

And in this spirit, Mr. President, I would kindly in- 
vite Your Excellency to visit Indonesia and see for your- 
self, be the witness of what is going on in Indonesia 
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and what are really the efforts of the Indonesian people 
and Government at the present state of our economic 
development. 

May I, in conclusion, Mr. President, invite kindly 
Your Excellencies and distinguished guests to raise your 
glasses and join me in a toast to the health and happiness 
of His Excellency, the President of the United States. 
NOTE: President Ford spoke at 3 p.m. at Laurel Lodge, Camp David, 


Md. President Suharto spoke in Indonesian, and his remarks were 
translated by an interpreter. 


Federal-Aid Highway Legislation 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing His Message to 
the Congress in a Rose Garden Ceremony, With Remarks 
by Iowa Governor Robert D. Ray, Chairman of the 
National Governors’ Conference. July 7, 1975 


Tue Presiwent. Let me thank the various Governors 
here—Governor Ray, Governor Rampton, Governor 
O’Callaghan, Governor Bennett, and Governor Moore, 
representing the Governors and the Governors’ Confer- 
ence—for coming for the signing of the highway message. 

The highway message is about 20 years after the es- 
tablishment of the interstate highway system, some 42,500 
miles. President Eisenhower took the lead, and Congress 
approved the establishment of the interstate highway sys- 
tem, one of the great public works projects in the history of 
the United States. 

But times have changed, and as a result, in the highway 
message that I am sending, I am recommending the con- 
solidation of some 30 categorical grant programs into four 
basic areas for the utilization of Federal funds. 

We are going to have the funds to complete the inter- 
state system. We will have funds for an urban area high- 
way program, and we will have a rural highway program, 
and then we will have the safety and beautification pro- 
grams as a result. 

This program tends to give to the States greater flexibil- 
ity in the utilization of the funds for the completion of 
the interstate system and the development of a sound 
highway program. 

We have made great strides in our highway construc- 
tion. It has tied cities together, it has tied the Nation to- 
gether, but there are some essential links that need com- 
pletion in the interstate system. They will be completed 
under this program, and at the same time, we accelerate, 
through the flexibility, the development of highway pro- 
grams in each of the various States. 

So, it is a pleasure and a privilege for me to sign this 
message that will provide roughly $3,250 million a year 
for the interstate system, around $1,050 million for the 


rural program, $800 million a year for the urban program, 
$400 million a year for the safety program, and $65 
million a year for the beautification program. 

This, I believe, is a major step forward in the exten- 
sion and completion of our various highway programs. 

So, I thank Governor Ray and his associates for com- 
ing and participating in this ceremony. With their help, 
I am at least confident that we can convince the Congress 
to take this very significant and forward step. 

As soon as I finish this, Bob, if you want to add a word 
on behalf of the Governors, I will appreciate it. 


[At this point, the President signed the message.] 


Governor Ray. Mr. President, I want first of all to 
thank you for calling us in and giving us an opportunity to 
be briefed on this particular message. I think it is signifi- 
cant that the President has seen fit to realize the impor- 
tance of States as we plan our transportation systems in 
our respective States. 

The provisions that the President is proposing would 
provide that the States have at least 1 cent out of that 4- 
cents gasoline tax, and we would be free to do with that 
as we see fit. In addition to that, we would be able to 
preempt | cent of the 4 cents by adopting in our respective 
States an opportunity to have another cent gasoline tax 
for our use and our purposes. 

So, I think it is a step in the right direction, Mr. Presi- 
dent. I think it could be very helpful to us in our States 
as we plan our transportation needs for the future. 

THE Preswent. Thank you very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:34 a.m. in the Rose Garden at 
the White House at a ceremony attended by Governors Calvin L. 


Rampton of Utah, Mike O’Callaghan of Nevada, Robert F. Bennett 
of Kansas, and Arch A. Moore, Jr., of West Virginia. 


Federal-Aid Highway Legislation 


The President’s Message to the Congress. July 7, 1975 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Twenty years ago, President Eisenhower sent to the 
Congress a landmark report on our Nation’s highways. 
That report, and the legislation it inspired, launched the 
Nation on one of the most ambitious public works pro- 
grams in history—construction of the 42,500-mile Inter- 
state Highway System. 

Today, eighty-five percent of the Interstate system is 
open to traffic, and the system has proven vital to the 
Nation’s commercial prosperity and to the individual 
mobility of millions of Americans. 

The Highway Trust Fund which has financed this 
remarkable program is scheduled to expire on October 1, 
1977. I am today recommending legislation to extend the 
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Trust Fund but limit its use to completion and improve- 
ment of the Interstate system itself. Other highway proj- 
ects receiving Federal assistance would be funded through 
the general treasury. 

In addition, I am recommending that income to the 
Fund be reduced by transferring two cents of the current 
Federal gasoline tax from the Trust Fund to the general 
treasury. At the same time, I am recommending that the 
Federal gasoline tax be reduced by one cent per gallon in 
those States which increase their State gasoline tax by an 
equal amount. 

In this way, the ability of State and local governments 
to deal with their own transportation problems will be 
improved, but costs to the highway user will not be 
increased. 

Top priority in this legislation will go to completion of 
those segments of the Interstate system which will make 
the system truly national in scope. 

I am also proposing consolidation of Federal highway 
programs under three broadly-based categories, combining 
some thirty narrow grant-in-aid programs now in exist- 
ence. The three programs will deal, respectively, with 
urban and suburban transportation, rural transportation 
and highway safety improvements. 

The highway program is a classic example of a Fed- 
eral program that has expanded over the years into areas 
of State and local responsibility, distorting the priorities 
of those governments. 

The legislation I propose will refocus the Federal atten- 
tion on the Interstate System, which is clearly of national 
significance, and provide flexible aid for other highway 
construction in a manner which fully respects State and 
local decision-making roles. 

This is consistent with my general philosophy that we 
should not, at the Federal level, extend our influence into 
areas which other levels of government can handle better 

As we near our 200th birthday as a Nation, we must 
select with care the great national efforts we undertake, 
reflecting the responsibility we all have to preserve the 
integrity of our Republic. We must limit the Federal role 
to national concerns, strengthen the authority and re- 
sources of State and local governments, and protect the 
prerogatives of individuals. 

I believe this legislation is. the most responsible and 
effective means of meeting the Nation’s transportation 
needs. I urge the Congress to give it prompt and favor- 
able consideration. 

GeraALp R. Forp 
The White House, 
July 7, 1975. 


Legal Services Corporation 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Marlow W. 
Cook and J. Melville Broughton, Jr., To Be Members 
of the Board of Directors. July 7, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate two persons to be members of the Board of Directors 
of the Legal Services Corporation. They will replace Edith 
S. Green, of Portland, Oreg., and William L. Knecht, 
of Moraga, Calif., who have asked that their nominations 
be withdrawn. They were submitted to the Senate for 
confirmation on April 28, 1975. They are: 

Martow W. Cook, of Louisville, Ky., former United States Senator 
from Kentucky and presently an attorney with Shook, Hardy 
and Bacon in Washington, D.C. 

J. Metvitte BroucuTon, Jr., of Raleigh, N.C., attorney with 
Broughton, Broughton, McConnell and Boxley in Raleigh, N.C. 

The Board of Directors of the Legal Services Corpora- 
tion was established by the Legal Services Corporation 
Act of 1974. The purpose of the Corporation is to provide 
financial support for legal assistance in noncriminal pro- 
ceedings to persons financially unable to afford legal as- 
sistance by making grants and contracts with individuals, 
partnerships, firms, corporations, nonprofit organizations, 
and State and local governments. 


United States-Japan Cooperative 
Medical Science Program 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Eighth Annual Report. July 8, 1975 


To the Congress of the United States: 


I am pleased to present to the Congress the Eighth An- 
nual Report of the United States-Japan Cooperative 
Medical Science Program. This bilateral research effort 
in the biomedical sciences was successfully implemented in 
1965 following a meeting between the Prime Minister of 
Japan and the President of the United States. 

During 1974, this Program has continued to direct at- 
tention to the study and prevention of a group of significant 
diseases which influence the health status of the people 
of Asia: cholera, environmentally induced diseases, lep- 
rosy, malnutrition, parasitic diseases (filariasis and schis- 
tosomiasis), tuberculosis, and viral diseases (rabies, den- 
gue-hemorrhagic fever and other selected arboviral 
diseases) . 

The accomplishments attained during the past year 
are highlighted in the report of the Program which I am 
submitting to Congress today. I look forward to strength- 
ening further the valuable and productive relationships 
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provided by this model of cooperative international en- 
deavor for the health benefits of our fellow man. 
GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
July 8, 1975. 


NOTE: Copies of the 20-page report were made available by the 
White House Press Office. 


U.S.-Iceland Convention on Taxation 


The President’s Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Convention for Advice and Consent to Ratification. 
July 8, 1975 


To the Senate of the United States: 


I transmit herewith, for Senate advice and consent to 
ratification, the Convention signed at Reykjavik on May 
7, 1975 between the Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of the Republic of Iceland 
for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Prevention 
of Fiscal Evasion with Respect to Taxes on Income and 
Capital. 

There is no convention on this subject presently in force 
between the United States and Iceland. 

The Convention follows generally the form and con- 
tent of most conventions of this type recently concluded 
by this government. Its primary purpose is to clearly 
identify the tax interests of the two countries so as to avoid 
double taxation and make difficult the illegal evasion of 

taxation. 

I also transmit, for the information of the Senate, the 
report of the Department of State with respect to the 
Convention. 

Conventions such as this one are an important element 
in promoting closer economic cooperation between the 
United States and other countries. I urge the Senate to 
act favorably on this Convention at an early date and give 
its advice and consent to ratification. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
July 8, 1975. 


Candidacy for the 1976 
Presidential Nomination 


The President’s Remarks Announcing His 
Candidacy. July 8, 1975 


Today, I am officially announcing that I am a candi- 
date for the Republican nomination for President in 1976. 
I do this with the strong support of my family and my 
friends. 


My campaign will be conducted by outstanding Amer- 
icans on whose integrity both my supporters and all others 
can depend. I have found these leaders in Bo Callaway of 
Georgia, Dave Packard of California, Dean Burch and 
Bob Moot, and many others from every State and from 
every walk of life who have volunteered to help. 

I have given them authority to seek my nomination 
with three qualifications, which I want all Americans to 
know. 

First, I intend to conduct an open and aboveboard 
campaign, both for the nomination and for the Presi- 
dency. I want every delegate and every vote that I can get 
that can be won to my cause within the spirit and the let- 
ter of the law and without compromising the principles for 
which I have stood all of my political and public life. 

Secondly, I will not forget my initial pledge to be Presi- 
dent of all of the people. I believe I can best represent my 
party, but this will be futile unless I unite the majority of 
Americans who acknowledge no absolute party loyalty. 
Therefore, I will seek the support of all who believe in the 
fundamental values of duty, decency, and constructive 
debate on the great issues we face together as free people. 

Third, I am determined never to neglect my first duty 
as President. After 11 months in this office, I know full 
well that the obligations of the Presidency require most 
of the stamina and concentration one human being can 
muster. But it is also the duty of all Americans to partic- 
ipate fully in our free elective process, and I will do so 
enthusiastically. 

In all the 13 election campaigns I have undertaken, my 
basic conviction has been that the best politics is always 
to do the best job I can for all the people. I see no reason 
to change that successful philosophy. 

I expect to work hard, campaign forthrightly, and do 
the very best I can for America in order to finish the job 
I have begun. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:03 p.m. in the Oval Office at the 
White House. Present for the announcement were: Howard H. 
Callaway, chairman of the President Ford Committee, David Pack- 
ard, national finance chairman, Dean Burch, chairman of the ad- 
visory committee for the campaign, and Robert C. Moot. Prior to 
the President’s remarks, Press Secretary Ron Nessen had announced 


that Mr. Moot would serve as treasurer of the President Ford 
Committee. 


USS. Military Aid to Turkey 


Remarks to Reporters by the President and 
Representatives Thomas E. Morgan and Clement J. 
Zablocki Following a Meeting at the White House. 
July 9, 1975 


THE PRESIDENT. This morning we had an hour and a half 
breakfast working meeting with a number of the Mem- 
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bers of the House Committee on International Relations, 
the chairman, Doc Morgan, the chairman of the sub- 
committee, Congressman Zablocki, and the ranking Re- 
publican on the full committee, concerning an effort to 
try and resolve the legislative problem of Turkish military 
aid. 

The Administration, of course, has asked for a total 
removal of the ban, but we have worked with the Demo- 
cratic chairman and the other Members of the com- 
mittee on a compromise that will be before the committee 
tomorrow. 

I just want to thank Chairman Morgan and his asso- 
ciates on both sides of the aisle for taking the initiative 
in seeking what we believe is.a fair and equitable solution. 

REporTER. What is the compromise, sir? 

CONGRESSMAN Morcan. Well, the compromise—we 
will start out tomorrow, hold hearings on the Mansfield- 
Scott resolution, and we hope to complete hearings to- 
morrow. We will have the Administration witnesses in 
the morning and, of course, the Greek witnesses in the 
afternoon in the open hearing. 

On Friday, we hope to start the markup. We will start 
the markup using the Senate resolution and substitute the 
bill worked out by Mr. Zablocki and Congressman Fascell 
and Congressman Hamilton and Congressman Broom- 
field. We hope we can report that out sometime on 
Friday. 

The substitute—it really opens up the pipeline on what 
Turkey has bought and paid for, plus it resumes the rights 
of Turkey to make cash sales under the military foreign 
sales program. 

There is no grant military assistance plus a complete 
study for future military and economic aid, both to 
Greece and Turkey. There is a clause, some safety clauses 
in it that the President doesn’t like. But the President re- 
ports to Congress every 60 days on the progress of the 
sales and the progress, of course, of settling the Cyprus 
dispute. 

I think it is a fair compromise. I think we could sell it 
to the House. Those who supported the total embargo last 
December, when we appropriated the foreign aid bill, can 
vote for this and explain it to the Greek-American people 
of this country. 

Q. Congressman Morgan, will there be action in the 
House by the first of August? 

CoNnGRESSMAN Moraan. I hope to have action if we 
can move as rapidly as we can to get it out of the commit- 
tee Friday or the early part of next week and immediately 
apply for a rule. 

Q. How much money is involved? How much equip- 
ment? Is it millions of dollars in the pipeline? 

THe Presivent. I understand that there is approxi- 
mately $70 million of Turkish military purchases which 
they bought and paid for that are not delivered because 
of the embargo. And unfortunately, they have not only 


bought and paid for this equipment, but they are being 
charged storage in the warehouses in the United States. 

Now the compromise that Dr. Morgan and the others 
have worked on would free those Turkish purchases, 
amounting to roughly $70 million, and add to that the 
right of the Turkish Government to buy for cash addi- 
tional military hardware. 

Q. How much? 

Tue Preswent. That is, I think, limited by the over- 
all limitation on foreign military sales. 

CoNGRESSMAN Morean. It would depend on how 
much military sales worldwide have been purchased. You 
couldn’t determine the figure. 

Q. How is the Cyprus compromise coming along? I 
mean, is there any progress in the negotiations? 

Tue PresweEnt. There is a meeting between Denktash 
and Clerides scheduled for July 24, and if there is action 
in the Congress, it will, I believe, greatly facilitate the 
negotiations between these two leaders of the Turkish and 
Greek Cypriots, so we are hoping that there can be action. 
And if there is action in the Congress, then the prospects 
for movement are certainly improved tremendously. 

Q. Mr. President, there was a quote on one of the 
broadcasts this morning saying Congressman Brademas 
thought that some of your meetings involved some arm 
twisting, like this meeting this morning. Have you been 
arm twisting on this subject? 

Tue PresweEnt. No, I would say just the opposite. I 
should add that in the last 2 or 3 weeks, I and Secretary 
Kissinger have met with Congressman Brademas, Con- 
gressman Sarbanes, and Congressman Rosenthal, plus 
Congressmen Hamilton, Fascell, Zablocki, Broomfield, 
and Whalen and maybe one or two others, in trying to get 
a dialog started so that we could find the areas of agree- 
ment and the areas of compromise, and out of those meet- 
ings, I think, has come this compromise. 

Q. Mr. President, what does this compromise do to 
the problem of the law that says that our allies are not to 
use American weapons against their friends and allies? 

ConcRESSMAN ZABLOCKI. The compromise very clearly 
states that any additional military aid that will be sold to 
Turkey may not be used for other purposes than NATO 
defense. 

Q. Didn’t the law say that in the beginning, though? 

CONGRESSMAN ZABLOCKI. The compromise does not 
deal with any matter that has taken place in the past. It is 
restating the law for future use. 

Q. How will that be policed? 

THE PRESENT. Well, we, of course, have U.S. military 
personnel in the various NATO countries, and they follow 
on the scene the end use of the equipment. 

Q. Mr. President, are we prepared to talk about 
renegotiating the bases in Turkey now? 

THE Presiwent. That is another matter of major 
importance. Roughly 30 days ago the Turkish Govern- 
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ment indicated to us formally that they wanted to begin 
talks for the termination of some of our U.S. bases in 
Turkey, and the deadline for that is July 17. 

We again hope that there can be some action in the 
committee and hopefully on the floor of the House of 
Representatives prior to that date so that we can say to 
the Turks that progress is being made, and if there is prog- 
ress, then we are in a better position to talk with them 
without any adverse developments as to those highly im- 
portant military installations in Turkey. 

Q. Do you think Turkey will accept this, the 
compromise? 

Tue Present. We think it is a good compromise, 
and we will do our utmost in the executive branch to con- 
vince the Turks that it is a solution that will lead to the 
settlement of the Cyprus problem and to the continuation 
of Turkey as a strong and effective partner in NATO, 
plus the good bilateral relations that Turkey and the 
United States have had in the past. 


Q. Mr. President, what can you tell us about the devel- 
opments in the Helsinki conference? 


THe Preswent. Well, 


[Laughter] 
Reporter. Thank you, gentlemen. 


thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:37 a.m. outside the West Wing at 


the White House following his breakfast meeting with more than * 


100 Members of the House of Representatives. 


Disaster Assistance for Oklahoma 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following 
Storms, Tornadoes, and Flooding. July 9, 1975 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Oklahoma as a result of severe storms, tornadoes, 
and flooding, beginning about May 13, which caused ex- 
tensive public, private, and agricultural property damage. 
The President’s action will permit the use of Federal funds 
in relief and recovery efforts in designated areas of the 
State. 


Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist primarily of temporary housing, disaster 
unemployment assistance payments to those who lost their 
jobs as a result of the storms and floods, debris removal, 
and the repair or restoration of damaged or destroyed 
streets, roads, bridges, and public facilities and utilities. 
Low-interest-rate disaster loans will be made available by 
the Small Business Administration under the authorities 
of Public Law 93-24, and emergency loan assistance will 
be made available by the Farmers Home Administration. 

Federal relief activities in Oklahoma will be coordi- 


nated by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, under 
the direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. 
Dunne will designate the specific areas within the State 
eligible for Federal assistance, based upon Federal and 
State damage assessments. 

Mr. Joe D. Winkle, Regional Director of the Federal 
Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region VI, will 
be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer to work 
with the State in providing Federal disaster assistance un- 
der the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public Law 93-288. 


Oil Pollution Legislation 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
Proposed Legislation. July 9, 1975 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am transmitting today proposed legislation entitled 
the “Comprehensive Oil Pollution Liability and Com- 
pensation Act of 1975.” 

This legislation would establish a comprehensive and 
uniform system.for fixing liability and settling claims for 
oil pollution damages in U.S. waters and coastlines. The 
proposal would also implement two international conven- 
tions dealing with oil pollution caused by tankers on the 
high seas. 

I consider this legislation to be of high national impor- 
tance as we seek to meet our energy needs in an environ- 
mentally sound manner. Those energy needs require 
accelerated development of our offshore oil and gas re- 
sources and the increased use of tankers and deep water 
ports. This proposal would provide a broad range of pro- 
tection against the potential oil spills necessarily associated 
with these activites. 

In recent years, we have taken significant steps to limit 
and control oil pollution in the waters of the United 
States. Yet, in 1973 alone, there were 13,328 reported oil 
spills totalling more than 24 million gallons. One-third of 
the oil spilled is from unidentified sources, where compen- 
sation cannot be obtained under existing law. The ability 
of claimants damaged by spills to seek and recover full 
compensation is further hampered by widely inconsistent 
Federal and State laws. Various compensation funds have 
been established or proposed, resulting in unnecessary 
duplication in administration and in fee payments by pro- 
ducers and consumers. 

This legislation would help protect our environment by 
establishing strict liability for all oil pollution damages 
from identifiable sources and providing strong economic 
incentives for operators to prevent spills. Equally impor- 
tant, the bill will provide relief for many oil-related 
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environmental damages which in the past went uncom- 
pensated. For example, State and local governments will 
be able to claim compensation for damages to natural 
resources under their jurisdiction. 

This legislation would replace a patchwork of over- 
lapping and sometimes conflicting Federal and State laws. 
In addition to defining liability for oil spills, it would es- 
tablis: a uniform system for settling claims and as- 
sure that none will go uncompensated, such as in cases 
where it is impossible to identify the source of the spill. 
The legislation provides for a fund of up to $200 million 
derived from a small fee on oil transported or stored on or 
near navigable waters. 

This legislation would also implement two international 
conventions—signed in 1969 and 1971—which provide 
remedies for oil pollution damage from ships. These con- 
ventions provide remedies for U.S. citizens under many 
circumstances where a ship discharging oil that reaches 
our shores might not otherwise be subject to our laws and 
courts. Protection of the international marine environment 
is basically an international problem since the waters, 
currents, and winds that spread and carry ocean pollu- 
tion transcend all national boundaries. 

In proposing implementation of the conventions, I am 
mindful of the fact that the Senate has’not yet given its 
advice and consent to either of them. I urge such action 
without further delay. The 1969 convention came into 
force internationally on June 19, 1975, without our ad- 
herence, and the continuing failure of the United States 
to act on such initiatives may weaken or destroy the pros- 
pects of adequate international responses to marine pol- 
lution problems. 

GeraLp R. Forp 
The White House, 
July 9, 1975. 


International Travel Act Amendments 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing S. 2003 
Authorizing Additional Appropriations for International 
and Domestic Tourism Programs. July 9, 1975 


Distinguished Members of Congress, members of the ex- 
ecutive branch, and guests, those interested in travel and 
tourism: 


Let me say it is a great privilege and pleasure to par- 
ticipate in the signing of this authorization for the travel 
service. 

We did have some differences, but I think with some air 
of responsibility and degree of cooperation we have come 
up with a good piece of legislation. It provides for the 
travel service, in the one instance, of $90 million, running 


from July 1, 1976, to September 30, 1979. That is the 
program where we try to convince people in other coun- 
tries to come to the United States in order to enjoy our 
people and the beauty of America. 

The other part of the program, which also runs from 
July 1, 1976, to September 30, 1978, a total of about 
$8,125,000, is a program aimed at getting the American 
people to enjoy the beauties of their own country and to 
get better acquainted with their fellow Americans. 

Both programs, in my judgment, are worthy of support. 
The Department, the executive branch does have more 
flexibility in the new provision, which I can assure you 
will be judiciously and properly used. 

I want to thank the Members of the Congress who par- 
ticipated in the reconciliation of differences, and I cer- 
tainly wish to indicate to them that we will use this author- 
ity and handle this legislation and the funding to the best 
advantage of the tourism program in the United States. 

And with that, I will thank them all again and sign the 
bill. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:07 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the 
White House. 


As enacted, the bill (S. 2003) is Public Law 94-55, approved 
July 9, 1975. 


U.S. Military Aid to Turkey 


The President’s Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. July 9, 1975 


Dear Mr. Speaker: 


I wish to share with you my concern about a complex 
foreign policy problem that relates to the deteriorating 
situation in the Eastern Mediterranean, the threat to our 
North Atlantic Alliance relationships, the plight of the 
people of Cyprus and the role of the United States. Both 
the Congress and the Executive Branch share a respon- 
sibility to reexamine this critical situation with care. This 
is not a partisan matter or one where the rights and wrongs 
of a decades-old dispute can easily be judged—partic- 
ularly by outsiders. Our overriding objective must be to 
help in the peaceful settlement of a problem that involves 
two valued Allies and a people whose history as an inde- 
pendent nation has been riven by strife. 

The strategic situation must also be weighed. At a time 
of uncertainty in the Middle East, we should consider 
carefully any action which could add to the tensions that 
already exist. Our facilities in Turkey and our mutual 
defense arrangements have played and continue to play 
a vital role in the security of the area and, more directly, 
in the security of our own forces. Mutual defense links 
that have stood us well for thirty years should not be 
lightly cast aside. 
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I have spent much time studying these issues and have 
talked in Brussels with the leaders of Turkey and Greece. 
I am convinced that U.S. and Western security interests 
require the urgent passage by the House of legislation 
enabling the resumption of our long-standing security 


relationship with Turkey. The Senate has already acted. 


favorably on a bill to accomplish this purpose. 

Existing legislation passed by Congress last December 
18, with an effective date of February 5, 1975, has been in 
force for nearly five months. This action has: (1) called 
into question the ability of an Ally to continue to fulfill its 
essential NATO responsibilities, thus undermining 
NATO ’s strength in the Eastern Mediterranean; (2) jeop- 
ardized vital common defense installations which Turkey 
and the U.S. jointly maintain; (3) contributed to tensions 
which are not helpful to Greece; and (4) reduced Amer- 
ican influence to move the Cyprus negotiations toward 
a peaceful conclusion acceptable to all parties. 

The legislation voted against Turkey last December is 
sweeping in its effect. It is more extensive than similar 
legislation enacted in October, 1974, with which the Ad- 
ministration was in full compliance. The December legis- 
lation provides for not only a total embargo on grant mili- 
tary assistance, and cash and credit sales of defense items 
by the U.S. Government, but prohibits as well the issuance 
of licenses to permit the export of military equipment 
purchased from American firms. Practically all nations of 
the world can purchase in this country at least some items 
that are forbidden to Turkey. It is now impossible for Tur- 
key to procure most items produced in third countries un- 
der U.S. license; nor can Turkey even take possession of 
merchandise in the U.S. which it paid for prior to Febru- 
ary 5 and which is now ready for shipment. The result is 
that a relationship of trust and confidence with this impor- 
tant NATO Ally, built up over many years, has been 
seriously eroded. Continuation of the embargo risks fur- 
ther deterioration, jeopardizing our security interests 
throughout the Eastern Mediterranean area. 

For all these reasons, it is my strong view that the 
Administration and the Congress must join in legislative 
action that will remedy the present situation. The form 
that legislation should take to achieve this end is for Con- 
gress itself to decide, but it is clear that only legislation can 
produce the actions which are necessary in this case. 

I know that in the minds of many in the Congress there 
remains the issue of how American-supplied arms were 
used last summer. The Cyprus problem is one where 
neither moral nor legal judgments, on the arms issue or 
any other, can be easily or lightly made. Yet, the effect of 
the embargo is to ascribe blame totally to one of the par- 
ties in a dispute that has its roots in centuries of animosity 
and for which both sides must share some responsibility. 

Where we can all agree, and where I believe we must 
all act together, is in our sense of anxiety and concern 
over the Cyprus problem and in a consensus that the only 


way to achieve what we all seek—a just and broadly ac- 
ceptable settlement—is through negotiations in which 
we maintain maximum flexibility with all the parties. Un- 
less some progress is made in the negotiations, the humani- 
tarian plight facing the people of Cyprus, including par- 
ticularly the refugee problem, cannot be solved. 

The United States will continue to work, as it has done 
continuously since last July, as hard and as determinedly 
as possible to move the parties of the Cyprus conflict to- 
ward a negotiated settlement. Recent U.S. diplomatic 
activity in Ankara, Athens and Brussels has contributed 
to the start of a Greek-Turkish dialogue which has de- 
fused the tense situation and hopefully laid the ground- 
work for Greek-Turkish cooperation. 

As we pursue our efforts, we want the continued friend- 
ship of both Greece and Turkey, and our sympathy and 
concern extend to all the people of Cyprus. We want an 
end to human suffering and misery, and the rebuilding 
of an island where all can live in freedom and security. 

At present, our ability to urge this view persuasively 
is compromised by the erosion of our influence. I ask the 
Congress’ cooperation and assistance, therefore, in enact- 
ing legislation which will assure that America’s influence 
is not further weakened and U.S. interests further threat- 
ened at this time of critical concern in Cyprus and 
throughout the Eastern Mediterranean. 

Sincerely, 
GERALD R. Forp 
[The Honorable, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. 20515] 


NOTE: The letter was not issued in the form of a White House press 
release. As printed above, it follows the text as printed in the Con- 
gressional Record. 


President’s Committee on Mental 
Retardation 


Announcement of Appointment of Eight Members of 
the Committee. July 9, 1975 


The President today announced the appointment of 
eight persons as members of the President’s Committee 
on Mental Retardation. They are: 


For the remainder of a term expiring May 11, 1976: 

E.izABETH Boccs, of Hampton, N.J., charter member and former 
president of the National Association for Retarded Citizens. 
She succeeds Thomas J. Meskill, who resigned effective April 23, 
1975. 

For a term expiring May 11, 1978: 

Dr. James D. Criements, of Dunwoody, Ga., director, Georgia 
Retardation Center, Atlanta, Ga. He succeeds Ralph Ferrara, 
whose term has expired. 

Jeanne C. Coxuier, of Alexandria, Va., volunteer, Alexandria Hos- 
pital. She succeeds Louise Ravenel, whose term has expired. 
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Arnotp G. GANGNES, of Seattle, Wash., owner, Arnold G. Gangnes 
and Associates, Architects. He succeeds Miriam G. Wilson, 
whose term has expired. 

Joun P. Greene, of Glenview, IIl., partner, Arthur Andersen and 
Co., Chicago, Il. He succeeds Melvin Heckt, whose term has 
expired. 

Mortey A. Hupson, of Shreveport, La., president, Hudson-Rush 
Co., Shreveport and Dallas. He succeeds Richard J. Elkus, 
whose term has expired. 

Anprew L. Lewis, Jr., of Schwenksville, Pa., management con- 
sultant, Lewis and Associates, Plymouth Meeting, Pa. He 
succeeds Robert A. Collier, whose term has expired. 

Mrs. Cuerriz Sevicx, of Lakeside, Calif., executive director, San 
Diego County Association for the Retarded. She succeeds 
Marianna Beach, whose term has expired. 

The Committee was established by Executive Order 
[11280] in 1966 to advise the President on what is be- 
ing done for the mentally retarded, to recommend Federal 
action where needed, to promote coordination and cooper- 
ation among public and private agencies, to stimulate in- 
dividual and group action, and to promote public under- 
standing of the mentally retarded. 


Convention on the Intergovernmental 
Maritime Consultative Organization 


The President’s Message to the Senate Transmitting 
Amendments to the Convention for Advice and Consent. 
July 10, 1975 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith for the advice and consent of the 
Senate amendments to articles 10, 16, 17, 18, 20, 28, 31 
and 32 of the Convention on the Intergovernmental Mari- 
time Consultative Organization (IMCO), which were 
adopted on October 17, 1974, by the Assembly of IMCO 
at its fifth extraordinary session held at London from 
October 16 to 18, 1974. 


These amendments enlarge the membership of the 
IMCO Council from eighteen to twenty-four, insure 
equitable geographic representation of member States on 
the Council, and open participation on the Maritime 
Safety Committee to.all members of the Organization. 

I transmit also, for the information of the Senate, the 
report. of the Department of State with respect to the 
amendments. 

Support for these amendments will contribute to the 
United States’ demonstrated interest in facilitating cooper- 
ation among maritime nations. To that end, I urge that 
the Senate give early and favorable consideration to these 
amendments and give its advice and consent to their 
acceptance. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
July 10, 1975. 


Reform of Regulatory Agencies 


The President’s Opening Remarks at His Meeting 
With Chairmen and Members of 10 Regulatory 
Agencies. July 10, 1975 


Good morning. It is a pleasure and a privilege to have 
you here. 


Mr. Vice President, members of the Cabinet, members of 
the various regulatory agencies: 

I will make an initial, relatively short statement, to be 
followed by Rod Hills, being the moderator, for the intro- 
duction of the four topics which are on the agenda. And 
Paul MacAvoy will give an introductory remark or two 
concerning each subject. And then, as I think all of you 
have been told, there will be one and perhaps several from 
each of the—well, from some of the regulatory agencies, 
making an introductory observation and comment; and 
then a period will be given in each case for members of the 
various regulatory agencies to make observations and 
comments. 

I think it is quite obvious that I feel very deeply that we 
must seriously consider the cost to the American consum- 
ers of all Government activities. And this, of course, in- 
cludes regulatory agencies. 

Regulatory reform is a theme that arose repeatedly in 
the course of last fall’s economic summit meeting. It is a 
theme that is finding, as I travel around the country; 
growing public attention and support, both in popular 
and economic literature, in the executive branch, in the 
Congress, and, I am pleased to note, among Government 
regulators themselves. 

A short time ago I met with 24 Members of Congress 
on this particular matter. There was unanimity on this 
bipartisan group that we must examine our regulatory 
practices to make sure they are meeting our present needs. 

There was agreement that competition should be relied 
on whenever possible and that where regulation is un- 
necessary, it should be avoided. Also, there was a persistent 
concern expressed by this group that some Government 
regulation costs the country more than it returns in benefits 
and that the regulatory process often benefits special inter- 
ests at the expense of the general public. 

Finally, there was consensus that the important public 
service role of the commissions must be reflected in the 
attitude of the regulators and the welfare of the consumer 
must also always be the first concern on their minds. 

I have a strong belief that the cost which regulation 
imposes on_private citizens should be faced very squarely. 
Every citizen should be aware that in some cases the cost 
in some cases means higher prices, reduced efficiency, less 
consumer choice, and fewer imaginative ideas. 

In calling today’s meeting, I do not suggest that the 
problems reside exclusively in your agencies or 
commissions. 
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Regulations that impose costs on consumers can also be 
found in Cabinet departments and in the intricate, some- 
times invisible web of laws and regulations at State and 
local levels. 

My Administration is focusing public attention on the 
need to eliminate or to minimize unnecessary controls. We 
should recognize that occasionally Government policies 
which appear to be in the short-term public interest are in 
fact detrimental to long-term consumer interests. 

I am asking for your continued and intensified help in 
identifying ways the commission can assist in our collective 
efforts to restore inventiveness and growth in the Amer- 
ican economy. 

As we look for short-term solutions, we must also chart 
a course that permanently relieves the economy of un- 
necessary long-term impediments. In some instances, the 
circumstances which caused Government to institute 
regulatory schemes have changed. You should be the 
leaders in identifying areas where regulations should be 
eliminated or substantially revised. 

You have been given by law extraordinary authority 
to regulate the economy for the public good. With these 
unusual powers and responsibilities, you must function as 
models of effective and open government. 

There are four major areas that deserve very careful 
attention: 

First, there must be a constant effort to improve each 
commission’s ability to identify the costs and the benefits 
of cuirent and proposed regulation. You should make sure 
that the quality of your economic analysis matches vour 
high standards of legal professionalism. 

In particular, the costs, as well as the benefits, of 
restricting competition, must be considered. Also, the 
benefits of worthwhile social goals must be weighed 
against their economic cost to the Nation as a whole. 

As you know, I have ordered all departments and 
agencies to prepare an inflation impact statement on each 
of their major proposals. I am pleased that the House of 
Representatives has changed its rules to require similar 
analysis, and I note that the Senate in -several similar 
measures is doing the same thing. I ask each of you to give 
this matter the highest priority. 

Second, we must make every possible step to make 
sure that the backlog and the delays in regulatory pro- 
ceedings do not weaken the public belief in an equitable 
and efficient regulatory system. If legislation is needed, 
you may be certain that the Congress and the Adminis- 
tration will provide such laws. 

Third, the public can rightfully expect that you be the 
leaders in suggesting appropriate legislative changes in 
your authorizing statutes. 

Fourth, I have asked all departments and all agencies 
to reexamine their present procedures for assuring that 
the consumer’s interests prevail. 

I believe that competition in product quality and price 
is the best consumer protection. By freeing entry, adding 


to rate flexibility, and promoting service competition, the 
consumer can be given the choices that only the market- 
place can provide. 

I also urge you to ensure clearer communications with 
consumers so they will better understand your actions. 

Our joint efforts in these areas will move us a long ways 
towards the efficient and useful regulatory system that we 
all seek. 

In addition to achieving these administrative reforms, 
my Administration specificaliy will be seeking further 
legislation that would also intend to reform our system of 
regulation. 


It is my strong conviction that the consumer is best 
able to signal his wants and needs through the market- 
place, that Government should not dictate what his eco- 
nomic needs should be. 


Therefore, I have proposed and will continue to sup- 
port legislation to relax or eliminate the Federal controls 
over areas where I believe the marketplace can do a better 
job. I believe the Government should intrude in the free 
market only when well-defined social objectives can be 
obtained by such intervention or when inherent monopoly 
structures prevent a free, competitive market system from 
operating. Government should foster rather than frus- 
trate competition. It should seek to ensure maximum 
freedom for private enterprise. 

Agencies engaged in regulatory activities can expect 
that the Antitrust Division of the Department of Justice 
will continue to argue for competition and lower con- 
sumer prices as a participant in your agency’s proceedings. 
Furthermore, the Attorney General will continue to ensure 
vigorous antitrust prosecution to remove private sector 
barriers to competition. 

We have, or will propose regulatory reform legislation 
in such areas as energy, transportation, financial insti- 
tutions, and communications. I have asked Congress for 
its cooperation in giving these bills early consideration, 
and I ask for your personal and organizational support 
in achieving needed reform. 

The legislation I am proposing would reduce the Gov- 
ernment’s role in the setting of prices. Also, it would en- 
hance innovation by making it easier for new businesses 
to compete with existing firms. It would remove barriers 
from existing firms to allow them to develop new services 
and lower prices as well as abandon unprofitable or un- 
necessary services. 

This meeting and my earlier meeting with the Con- 
gressional representatives, are only the beginning, and I 
emphasize that. Today»we will continue the dialog begun 
at the Congressional meeting. 

Rod Hills and Paul MacAvoy, as I indicated, will 
briefly describe our-agenda for the meeting this morning. 
I will be interested in hearing more about the steps you 
are taking to improve our system of regulation, as well as 
the problems you face in this effort. 
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I am particularly hopeful that we will be able to iden- 
tify those practices which are more deserving of attention 
and reform. 

If this meeting does foster a program of action—and 
I think it can—and, a new spirit of cooperation between 
all of our commissions, the Congress, and the White 
House, then in my judgment we will be responsive to the 
public interest. 

I thank you for being here and at this point I'll call 
on Rod Hills to get the meeting started as the moderator. 
NoTE: The President spoke at 11:07 a.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. Attending the meeting were the Chairman and one 
member of the following agencies: Civil Aeronautics Board, Com- 
modity Futures Trading Commission, Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, Federal Communications Commission, Federal Mari- 
time Commission, Federal Power Commission, Federal Trade 


Commission, Interstate Commerce Commission, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, and Securities and Exchange Commission. 


Reform of Regulatory Agencies 


The President’s Remarks at the Conclusion of His 
Meeting With Chairmen and Members of 10 
Regulatory Agencies. July 10,1975 


At the outset, in the closing remarks, let me thank each 
and every one of you for your participation. 

You have a great responsibility individually and col- 
lectively. Some are old in origin, some are relatively new, 
but each of you have a very definite mission, and you have 
some monumental problems to face. 


As I said at the outset, this is the first meeting of this 
kind, and I do get a sense that perhaps subsequent meet- 
ings would be in order. 


I do feel that the Congress will be responsive to the 
effort that is being made by you and by us, and I am cer- 
tain that your relations in this area with the Congress will 
be improved, particularly if you respond to what they are 
suggesting and what we are approving. 

Actually, there are five followup actions that I would 
like to emphasize: 

Each chairman I hope will give further attention to the 
cost-to-benefit analysis of the commissions under their 
chairmanship. I think it is absolutely essential that we 
fully understand the economic costs of your activities in 
order to take concrete steps to achieve these reforms. And 
to facilitate this understanding, I would hope that you 
would actually issue the cost-to-benefit analyses on your 
major programs. This would parallel the inflation im- 
pact statements that are required of the various Federal 
departments and agencies in the executive branch of the 
Government. And they would coincide with the require- 
ment now in the House of Representatives for an inflation 


impact statement on every major legislative proposal that 
is submitted to the House as a whole. 

Secondly, I would ask that you undertake a com- 
prehensive and specific review of all areas where regula- 
tory delays presently occur in order to eliminate any of 
the impediments to a speedy and an effective process. I 
think it makes sense to set a goal of 6 months to see if 
you can, in a demonstrative way, show a reduction in any 
of the regulatory delays that you know, better than I and 
better than others, take place. 


Third, I would ask that you study and revise the pro- 
cedures as they are appropriate to ensure that you are 
responsive to the legitimate consumer interests and that 
your actions are more clearly understood by the Ameri- 
can people. 

Fourth, that you should consider the most fundamental 
changes that would move us toward deregulation in areas 
where the regulatory process no longer makes sense. And 
I think Chairman Nassikas has made a very valid point in 
the case of deregulation of natural gas. 

In some areas, it is increasingly clear that more com- 
petition is a better regulator than the Government it- 
self. I know some of the agencies are moving in this same 
direction with respect to deregulation of certain aspects, 
such as in the case of the CAB. 

This experiment in one or more agencies, born of more 
recent vintage, I think, can produce substantial results. 
And I would strongly urge every commission to under- 
take an analysis to see if you can’t do something in this 
area. 

It is my judgment that in every case you have to ask 
yourself individually as commissioners and as a commis- 
sion: Is regulation better in each case than an unregulated 
market? 

Finally, I will continue to meet with the 24 designated 
Members of the House and Senate, both Democratic as 
well as Republican, to review with them the progress in 
the areas where we think action can be taken, must be 
taken. And I am asking the members of my Administra- 
tion to work closely with each of you and each of your 
commissions, as well as to respond for the executive branch 
in their areas of jurisdiction. 

It is my judgment that with the cooperation of the Con- 
gress—and I am sure it will be there—with the coopera- 
tion of each of you and your respective agencies, and 
with the full participation of the executive branch, we can 
make some very substantial headway. 

And we will all be applauded, in my judgment, by the 
American people, and we will have a healthier and a far 
more efficient economy. 

I thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 
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Briefing on General Revenue Sharing 


The President’s Remarks to a Group of Mayors 
Attending the Briefing by Administration Officials. 
July 10, 1975 


Mr. Vice President, members of the Cabinet, distin- 
guished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


It is wonderful to have you here in the White House. 
As I look around the room, I see many, many mayors 
that have been so kind and hospitable and thoughtful to 
me in my various travels, and I thank you for it. 

It is nice to have an opportunity to reciprocate not 
only with this meeting here this afternoon, but when you 
conclude your opportunities with the Cabinet and other 
members, I am looking forward to joining you for some 
refreshments in the State Dining Room. So, after you have 
gone through your labors, why, we will see you a little later 
this afternoon. 

I was trying to look at some notes that I put together 
yesterday, and I was going to say something yesterday 
based on what I read about what you had been doing. 
And then I read this morning, and I thought I had to 
change my remarks. [Laughter] So, instead of using any 
notes, I will just respond extemporaneously with some of 
the things I know you are interested in. 

First, I am deeply grateful that your organization in 
its deliberations yesterday made a decision to not relate 
your problems to the national defense needs and require- 
ments of our country as a whole. 

I think there is enough money available for all of our 
essential programs to be adequately funded. And I think 
it is important for us to have your support in a completely 
strong, alert military organization, because if we don’t 
have that kind of strength for national security, many of 
the other things we try to do cannot be sustained. 

I spent 14 years of my 25 years in the Congress working 
on the defense appropriation bill, so I know a little bit 
about it. We had Secretaries of Defense come before that 
committee every year. We had all types of military per- 
sonnel coming up to justify the budget, and we in those 
years provided an adequate military force to protect our 
national security. We didn’t give them too much. We gave 
them enough, and the net result was our security during 
a very difficult period was fully adequate for the defense 
of this country. 

And I can assure you that in the presentation of a mili- 
tary budget by this Administration, the Army, the Navy, 
the Air Force, and the Marines will get everything they 
need and not one penny more. But we do need that as 
insurance for the maintenance of peace and the winning 
of any conflict if we should be involved in one. 

I think records ought to show that some 7 or 8 years 
ago, out of our total expenditures for the Federal Govern- 
ment, the Defense Department received roughly 43 or 44 
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percent and that many of our other programs, primarily 
in the programs to help people—and that is used in the 
broadest context—the percentage that came from the to- 
tal expenditures of the Federal Government was roughly 
32 or 33 percent. 

Now, we are spending a lot more money today, and out 
of the total pie, the Defense Department gets about 30 
percent and all of the other programs are now getting 
over 40 percent. So, we not only have a bigger percentage 
going to the non-defense areas, but we have a bigger piece 
of pie from which to make money available. And we will 
continue to make sure that everything we can will be done 
in the areas in which you have a_ tremendous 
responsibility. 

But at the same time, in dividing this Federal availabil- 
ity in the area of money, we have to have an adequate 
amount for our national security. I think if we do it 
right—and I think we will—the defense will be ade- 
quately funded, our people will be adequately supplied, 
and you who have great responsibilities out through 50 
States will likewise get everything we possibly can to help 
you. 

Now let me talk about two programs in which I know 
you have an interest. First, general revenue sharing. 

I can recall vividly 10 years ago, when the idea was 
first seriously proposed. It moved very slowly. Many peo- 
ple had serious reservations and some good areas of reser- 
vations, but gradually it was realized that general revenue 
sharing was a way, and perhaps the best way, to 
strengthen local communities and States so that more 
decisionmaking could be handled at the local and the 
State level. I happen to subscribe to that, because all of 
you—and literally hundreds around the country—can 
make most of the basic decisions better at your level than 
we can in Washington. 

General revenue sharing was one way in which the 
Federal Government could make it easier for you to do. 
And so I think it was 1972 that finally, after a tremendous 
effort by many people—individuals from your organiza- 
tion, Governors under the leadership of the now Vice 
President, Members of the Congress, members of the 
White House Staff—we finally put together a finely tuned 
general revenue sharing program that has been in effect 
now so that about $17 billion has been made available to 
States and local communities out of the anticipated 5-year 
program of roughly $30 billion. 

Now, I know a little bit about the negotiations that 
went into getting counties, getting States, getting cities to 
work together on a formula. And the three parts of that 
formula, as I recollect, are number of people, need, and 
tax effort. 

I don’t think that we want to go through that long 
negotiation again, and let me tell you why. There are still 
in the Congress many Members who were opposed and 
are opposed to general revenue sharing, and if we tinker 
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with the formula or if we try to undermine it in any other 
way, it would be my fear—and it should be yours—that 
the whole program would not be extended. That serious 
possibility, in my judgment, should encourage us to work 
together to extend what we have. 

Now, I recommended a 5-year extension of the pro- 
gram last April. It is basically the proposal that is on the 
statute books today. I added a little annual increment, 
so that there could be an increase each year to take 
into account the cost-of-living increases that we are 
experiencing. 

I think it ends up after the 5-year period, Jim [Lynn], 
of about—it is $39 billion in this 5-year period instead 
of the $30 billion in the first 5 years. 

So, I think on dollars we can justify it. The formula is 
about as equitable as you can make it. And more impor- 
tantly, if we work together, we can get it enacted. And if 
we fool around, in my judgment, you face the possibility 
that it will either not be extended on the one hand or it 
could be confused such that you wouldn’t like it. 

So, there is an old adage, you know, a bird in the hand 
is worth two in the bush. And I just think, and I'll bet 
Coleman Young there thinks so, too. 

Now, let me talk about the new highway bill that I 
submitted a week or so ago. I probably had the repu- 
tation of being the most dedicated to the Highway Trust 
Fund as any Member of the Congress, and I think it did 
a great job over a period of some 20 years. 

We have substantially built a 42,500-mile interstate 
highway system. Eighty-six percent of it is completed. We 
have been collecting 4 cents a gallon in Federal gasoline 
excise tax. We have had some other Federal excise taxes 
go into the Trust Fund, but we are coming to the point 
where it can and will be completed. But it doesn’t need 
as much funding today as it did before. 

And so, I have recommended that out of the 4 cents, | 
cent continues to go in to fully fund and complete the 
interstate highway system, 2 of the 4 cents be turned over 
to the general fund, and 1 cent out of the 4 cents go back 
to the States as soon as the respective States enact a 1-cent 
increase in their gasoline tax. We keep it until they take it. 
If they do it under your formula in your respective State, 
I think you will be the beneficiary. So help us out. 

Now, what else does the program recommend? Under 
the existing Federal highway law, there are some 30 cate- 
gorical grant programs and there has been a tendency in 
recent years to multiply them, not to make them less. And 
the net result is that Governors tell me that there is so 
much inflexibility they can’t adequately and expeditiously 
go ahead with their roadbuilding programs. 

What we have done is to recommend that those 30 
categorical grant programs be reduced to four: the inter- 
state highway program being one, an urban program 
being another, a rural program a third, and the safety 
program a fourth. 


And when you take that program and combine it with 
the mass transit bill that we got through with the help 
of a lot of the mayors here last year, the $11 billion mass 
transit bill that was put through in the last days of the last 
session—if you take the urban highway program and the 
mass transit program, there is sufficient money and ade- 
quate flexibility for the major metropolitan areas if they 
desire—that’s your option—to proceed with the develop- 
ment and the expansion of a mass transit system in our 
major metropolitan areas. 

I hope that you can help us. I believe that it is good 
for the country—the new highway program. I believe 
that it will be immensely beneficial to you and the people 
that you so adequately and effectively represent. 

So, as you talk to your Members in the House as well 
as in the Senate, do a sales job. I think you will be better 
off with our program, and so will your constituents, than 
for an extension of the existing Highway Trust Fund in 
its present concept. 

Now, there are other things that you will hear about 
from members of my Administration. There are other 
things where you can ask some questions. 

I am an optimist about where this country is going in 
the future. We have gone through a rough time the last 
few months, and we are not totally out of the weeds at 
the present time. But every indicator I see is turning up 
or it looks like it is not as bad as it was a couple of months 
ago. 

So, when you put them all together, it adds up to the 
fact that America is going to start bounding upward. Our 
economy is going to improve. Job opportunities will be 
enhanced. Your financial affairs inevitably will improve, 
and I hope ours will, too. But the net result is because of 
our faith in this Government, because of the kind of gov- 
ernment we have, America has got bright days ahead. 
And all of us, regardless of political affiliation, can be the 
beneficiaries. 

Thank you very much. 


I have two final responsibilties before the good oppor- 
tunity to get together with you later: one, to congratulate 
Moon Landrieu on his election and secondly, to introduce 
to you, for some observations and comments, the Vice 
President of the United States, Nelson Rockefeller. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House at the briefing for 120 mayors. In addition, the briefing 
was also attended by 70 persons representing governmental and 
nongovernmental public-interest groups. 

In his remarks, the President referred to Coleman Young, mayor 
of Detroit, Mich., and Moon Landrieu, mayor of New Orleans, La., 
and newly elected president of the United States Conference of 
Mayors. 
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Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences 


The President’s Remarks at the Groundbreaking 
Ceremony for the University in Bethesda, Maryland. 
July 10, 1975 


Thank you very much, Dave Packard, Senator Strom 
Thurmond, my good friend Eddie Hébert, Secretary 
Schlesinger, Secretary Middendorf, and other distin- 
guished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


I feel greatly honored to have the opportunity of being 
here on this very historic day when the hopes of so many, 
for so many years, finally is coming to fruition. 

I know from first-hand experience how long and how 
hard Eddie Hébert worked on this legislation in the House 
of Representatives. As he left the podium, he observed 
that the first year he introduced it I was a freshman in 
the House of Representatives, and that’s a long time ago. 
[Laughter] 


But Eddie, of course, would recognize first that many, 
many other Members of the Congress joined with him 
and gave him the kind of support on both sides of the 
aisle and at both ends of the Capitol, and as a conse- 
quence, the joint Uniformed University of Health Sci- 
ences becomes a reality. And, of course, we recognize 
that many, many people in the medical profession like- 
wise, even up to this date, have made significant contri- 
butions to this concept and to this facility. 

I know that those who have worked so hard and so 
long must have a wonderful feeling to be here at this 
time for this groundbreaking here in the shadow of some 
of the greatest medical facilities this country or any coun- 
try has—the National Naval Medical Center here at 
Bethesda, the National Institutes of Health, our National 
Library of Medicine. This is a fitting part of that complex 
we have right in this area. 

Now we have gathered here today to launch a new 
venture that will continue our long, long tradition of 
providing outstanding medical care to the men and 
women who wear our country’s uniform. 

I was the beneficiary of it a long time ago in the Navy. 
I was as a Member of Congress, and I am today. And I 
can say without hesitation or qualification that the med- 
ical service for our people in uniform is the best, and I 
thank all of you for all of those who have been the 
beneficiaries. 

Now, by bringing together men and women from the 
Army, the Navy, the Air Force, I think this new facility 
will perform another vital function. It will give members 
of the three services—three proud and, yes, independent 
services—the opportunity to work together for a common 
goal without forsaking their separate traditions. And they 


won’t have to forsake, either, the distinctive personal 
identifications with the individual branches that they 
serve. 

This University will encourage, in my judgment, coop- 
eration between the services without reducing their inde- 
pendence or their integrity. It’s a bold innovation and 
true, in my judgment, to the best traditions of the Armed 
Forces. 


I am here to say a few words and to participate in the 
groundbreaking to express my faith in what I believe will 
prove to be true—a great American undertaking, one 
that we can all be proud of, and one that will pay great 
human dividends in the form of outstanding health care 
for the men in our Uniformed Services as well as human- 
ity on a global basis. 

This is a proud day for the Army, the Navy, and the 
Air Force, but I think equally important, a proud day for 
all the American people that they serve so well. : 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 3:32 p.m. at the National Naval 
Medical Center, Bethesda, Md. 


Disaster Assistance for North Dakota 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following 
Storms and Flooding. July 11, 1975 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of North Dakota as a result of severe storms and 
flooding, beginning about June 27, which caused exten- 
sive public, private, and agricultural property damage. 
The President’s action will permit the use of Federal funds 
in relief and recovery efforts in designated areas of the 
State. 

Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist primarily of temporary housing, dis- 
aster unemployment assistance payments to those who 
lost their jobs as a result of the floods, debris removal, and 
the repair or restoration of damaged or destroyed streets, 
roads, bridges, and public facilities and utilities. Low- 
interest-rate disaster loans will be made available by the 
Small Business Administration under the authorities of 
Public Law 93-24, and emergency loan assistance will be 
made available by the Farmers Home Administration. 

Federal relief activities in North Dakota will be coor- 
dinated by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administra- 
tion, Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
under the direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. 
Mr. Dunne will designate the specific areas within the 
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State eligible for Federal assistance, based upon Federal 
and State damage assessments. 

Mr. Donald G. Eddy, Regional Director of the Federal 
Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region VIII, 
will be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer to 
work with the State in providing Federal disaster assist- 
ance under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public Law 
93-288. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 

July 7 

The President has designated Garth Marston, of 
Seattle, Wash., as Acting Chairman of the Federal Home 
Loan Bank Board, to serve in that capacity until such 
time as a permanent Chairman is designated. 

The President met at the White House with Senators 
Dewey F. Bartlett and Robert P. Griffin to discuss the De- 
partment of Health, Education, and Welfare’s rules for 
enforcing the ban against sex discrimination in collegiate 
athletics. Football coaches Glenn E. “Bo” Schembechler 
of the University of Michigan, Darrell Royal of the Uni- 
versity of Texas, and Barry Switzer of the University of 
Oklahoma also participated in the meeting. 


July 8 

Sponsors of the American Bicentennial Theatre and 
representative members of the Board of Trustees of the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts met 
with the President at the White House. 

The President has accepted the resignation of James A. 
Comiskey as United States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of Louisiana, effective June 15, 1975. 

The President has appointed Secretary of the Interior 
Stanley K. Hathaway to the following positions: Chair- 
man of the Water Resources Council; U.S. Representa- 


tive to the Delaware River Basin Commission; and 
U.S. Representative to the Susquehanna River Basin 
Commission. 

The President met with Robert A. Georgine, president 
of the Building and Construction Trades Department, 
AFL-CIO. Secretary of Labor Dunlop also participated 
in the meeting. 

Former Secretary of Transportation Claude S. Brinegar 
met with the President to present his views on current 
transportation and energy matters. 

July 9 

The President announced the appointment of three 
members of the Council on Wage and Price Stability. 
They are: Secretary of Labor John T. Dunlop, Secretary 
of Commerce Rogers C. B. Morton, and Special Repre- 
sentative for Trade Negotiations Frederick B. Dent. 

The President met at the White House with Postmaster 
General Benjamin F. Bailar to discuss the status of nego- 
tiations with the postal workers. 


The President announced the appointment of two 
members of the Interstate Commission on thé Potomac 
River Basin. They are: 

DantEt J. Snyper III, of Philadelphia, Pa., Regional Administra- 


tor, Environmental Protection Agency, and Chairman, Federal 
Regional Council; and 


LoretTA NIMMERRICHTER, of Waldorf, Md., former member of 
the Maryland House of Delegates. 
The President presented the Outstanding Disabled Vet- 
eran Award to Capt. Buddy B. Spivey, USMC, retired, 
in a ceremony in the Cabinet Room. 


July 10 


The President transmitted to the Congress a report 
concerning international transfers of conventional arms, 
pursuant to the Foreign Assistance Act of 1974. The re- 
port was prepared by the United States Arms Control 
and Disarmament Agency in coordination with the De- 
partments of State and Defense. 


July 11 


The President has designated C. Robert Moore, U.S. 
Ambassador to Cameroon, as his Personal Representative 


. with the rank of Special Ambassador to attend ceremonies 


July 12, 1975, marking the independence of Sao Tome 
and Principe. Representatives Cardiss Collins and Charles 
C. Diggs, Jr., have been designated by the President as 
members of the U.S. official delegation. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted July 7, 1975 

HERBERT J. Sprro, of Pennsylvania, to be Am- 
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotenti- 
ary of the United States of America to the 
United Republic of Cameroon, and to serve 
concurrently and without additional com- 
pensation as Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States 
of America to the Republic of Equatorial 
Guinea. 

Juut1a P. Cooper, of the District of Columbia, 
to be an Associate Judge of the District 
of Columbia Court of Appeals for the term 
of 15 years, vice Hubert G. Pair, resigned. 

Bruce S. MENCHER, of the District of Colum- 
bia, to be an Associate Judge of the Su- 
perior Court of the District of Columbia 
for the term of 15 years, vice Edward A. 
Beard, term expired. 

Mar.ow W. Cook, of Kentucky, to be a mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors of the Legal 
Services Corporation for a term of 2 years 
commencing upon the date of the first 
meeting of the Board (new position). 

. MELVILLE BROUGHTON, JR., of North Car- 
olina, to be a member of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Legal Services Corporation 
for a term of 3 years commencing upon the 
date of the first meeting of the Board (new 
position). 


Withdrawn July 7, 1975 

WittraM L. KNeEcuT, of California, to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
Legal Services Corporation for a term of 2 
years commencing upon the date of the 
first meeting of the Board, which was sent 
to the Senate on April 28, 1975. 

EprrH GREEN, of Oregon, to be a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Legal Services 
Corporation. for a term of 3 years com- 
mencing upon the date of the first meeting 
of the Board, which was sent to the Sen- 
ate on April 28, 1975. 


Submitted July 8, 1975 

Bric. GEN. CHARLES IRVING McGINNIs, Corps 
of Engineers, to be a member of the Missis- 
sippt River Commission under the pro- 
visions of Section 2 of an Act of Congress 
approved 28 June 1879 (21 Stat. 37) (33 
U.S.C. 642), vice Maj. Gen. Harold R. 
Parfitt, reassigned. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved July 4, 1975 


S.J. Res. 98 Public Law 94-53 
Joint resolution to provide that the flag of 
the United States of America may be flown 
for twenty-four hours of each day in 
Valley Forge State Park, Valley Forge, 
Pennsylvania. 


Approved July 7, 1975 


Private Law 94-2 
An act for the relief of Guads'upe Villegas- 
Cantu. 

Private Law 94-3 
An act for the relief of Hendrika Koenders 
Lyne. 

Private Law 94-4 
An act for the relief of Captain George 
Moore, Junior, of the United States Air 
Force. 


An act to authorize appropriations for the 
Coast Guard for the procurement of vessels 
and aircraft and construction of shore and 
Offshore establishments, to authorize ap- 
propriations for bridge alterations, to au- 
thorize for the Coast Guard an end-year 
strength for active duty personnel, to au- 
thorize for the Coast Guard average mili- 
tary student loads, and for other purposes. 


Approved July 8, 1975 


H.R. 1387 Private Law 94-6 
An act for the relief of Raul Alvarez Ro- 
driguez. 

Private Law 94-7 
An act for the relief of Jacinta Roque Arm- 
strong-Perez. 
Private Law 94-8 
An act for the relief of Joseph Hoffman. 
Private Law 94-9 
An act for the relief of Samuel T. Ansley. 
Private Law 94-10 
An act for the relief of Stephanie Kahn 
and Barbara Heyman. 
Private Law 94-11 
An act for the relief of Steve P. Reese. 
Private Law 94-12 
An act for the relief of Howard D. Harden. 
Private Law 94-13 
An act for the relief of Maria Gilda Haro. 


An act for the relief of: Randall L..Talbot. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved July 9, 1975 


Public Law 94-55 
An act to amend the International Travel 
Act of 1961 to authorize additional appro- 
priations, and for other purposes. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 


White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released July 7, 1975 


News conference: on the President’s message 
to Congress on Federal-aid highway legis- 
lation—by William T. Coleman, Jr., Secre- 
tary of Transportation, Governor Calvin L. 
Rampton of Utah, and Governor Robert D. 
Ray of Iowa 

Fact sheet: on the President’s message to 
Congress on Federal-aid highway legislation 


Released July 8, 1975 


Advance text: the President’s remarks an- 
nouncing his candidacy for the 1976 Presi- 
deftttial nomination 


Released July 9, 1975 

Fact sheet: the Comprehensive Oil Pollution 
Liability and Compensation Act of 1975 

Advance text: remarks on signing the In- 
ternational Travel Act amendments 


Released July 10, 1975 


Advance text: remarks at groundbreaking 
ceremony for the Uniformed Services 
University of the Health Sciences 

News conference: on the President’s meeting 
with the Republican Congressional leader- 
ship to discuss U.S. military aid to Turkey 
and energy issues—by Senator Hugh Scott 
and Representative John B. Anderson 


News conference: on the briefing for mayors 


on general revenue sharing—by William E. 
Simon, Secretary of the Treasury, Moon 
Landrieu, mayor of New Orleans, and Ralph 
Perk, mayor of Cleveland 








Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The President left Washington on Friday morning, 
July 11, 1975, for a trip to Michigan and Illinois. Re- 
leases.issued subsequent to his departure from Washington 
will be printed next week. 
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